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Memorandum 
 

 
TO:  Robert S. Derico, R.A., Director, Office of Environmental Affairs 
  
  
FROM: Elisabeth Draper, Environmental Manager 
  
  
DATE:  January 6, 2025 
  
  
RE: State Environmental Quality Review (“SEQR”) Involved Agency Negative Declaration Concurrence for 

the Shelter Island Public Library Society Library Additions, Alternations, and Improvements Project, 
Suffolk County, New York 

 
 
The Shelter Island Public Library Society (the “Library”) is requesting financing from the Dormitory Authority of 

the State of New York (“DASNY”) for its Library Additions, Alternations, and Improvements Project (the 

“Proposed Project”).  The Proposed Action would involve DASNY’s authorization of the issuance of one or more 

series of tax exempt, and/or taxable, fixed and/or variable rate bonds, in an amount not to exceed $9,500,000, 

with maturities not to exceed 31-years, expected to be sold through a negotiated offering.  The Proposed Project 

site is located at 37 North Ferry Road, Shelter Island, Suffolk County, New York. 

 
More specifically, the Proposed Project would consist of the renovation, alteration, upgrading, equipping and 

rehabilitation of the Library’s existing approximately 6,300-gross-square-foot (“gsf”) Main Building to modernize 

the building with a new layout to improve functionality.  A 2-story, approximately 4,500-gsf addition would be 

constructed and would include some or all of the following: a better-functioning multipurpose room, a quiet 

reading space, and distinct spaces for young adults and children.  The Proposed Project is also expected to 

include upgrades to insulation and ventilation systems, improvements to wastewater systems, installation of 

sustainable energy solutions, including solar panels and electric vehicle (“EV”) charging stations, renovations for 

Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (“ADA”)-compliant restrooms, new elevator cab, new automatic entry 

doors, and additional parking. 

 
Shelter Island Public Library Society, incorporated in 1886, is a 501(c)(3) organization operating as an 

association library for education purposes, chartered by the Board of Regents of the State of New York in 2010.  

The Library, built in 1965, provides library services and facilities serving the residents of the Town of Shelter 

Island, Suffolk County, New York (the “Town”).  The Town is an approximately 8,000-acre (6.7 square miles) 

island community between the north and south forks of Long Island that is only accessible by ferry.  There is a 

year-round population of approximately 2,500 residents and about five times that number in the summer.  The 

Library district, the Town, and Shelter Island Union Free School District (the “School District”) are coterminous.  
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The Library is one of approximately 54 members of the Suffolk Cooperative Library System.  The Library is 

governed and administered by an elected, thirteen-member Board of Trustees, functioning pursuant to the 

provisions of the Education Law and the Not-for-Profit Corporation Law of the State of New York.   

 

SEQR Determination.  DASNY completed this environmental review pursuant to the State Environmental 

Quality Review Act (“SEQRA”), codified at Article 8 of the Environmental Conservation Law (“ECL”) of the State 

of New York, and its implementing regulations, promulgated at Part 617 of Title 6 of the New York Codes, Rules 

and Regulations (“N.Y.C.R.R.”), which collectively contain the requirements for the State Environmental Quality 

Review (“SEQR”) process.   

 

Previously, the Town of Shelter Island, as Lead Agency, determined that the Proposed Project is a Type I action 

under SEQR and conducted a coordinated environmental review of the project.  A representative of the Town of 

Shelter Island completed a Full Environmental Assessment Form (“FEAF”) – Part 1 for the Proposed Project 

dated September 4, 2024, and issued a SEQR Negative Declaration Notice of Determination of Non-Significance 

(“Negative Declaration”) dated November 19, 2024 (see FEAF – Parts 2 and 3, and Resolution №. 422 from the 

Town of Shelter Island Town Board Minutes from November 19, 2024, attached). 

 

Based on the above, and the additional information set forth below, DASNY independently analyzed the relevant 

areas of environmental concern and concurs with the Lead Agency’s Negative Declaration that the Proposed 

Project would not have a significant adverse impact on the environment.   
 

SHPA Determination.  The Proposed Project was also reviewed in conformance with the New York State 

Historic Preservation Act of 1980 (“SHPA”), especially the implementing regulations of Section 14.09 of the 

Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation Law (“PRHPL”), as well as with the requirements of the 

Memorandum of Understanding (“MOU”), dated March 18, 1998, between DASNY and the New York State Office 

of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation (“OPRHP”).   

 

Beatty Harvey Coco Architects, the architect for the Shelter Island Library, submitted its “Library Additions, 

Alternations, and Improvements Project,” to OPRHP for review (OPRHP Project №. 24PR01975).  OPRHP 

reviewed the project and in its letter dated March 8, 2024, OPRHP rendered an opinion “…that no properties, 

including archeological and/or historic resources, listed in or eligible for the New York State and National 

Registers of Historic Places [“S/NR”] will be impacted by this project.”  It is the opinion of DASNY that the 

Proposed Project would have no adverse impact on historical or cultural resources in or eligible for inclusion in 

the S/NR.   
 

SSGPIPA Determination.  Since the Proposed Action would include DASNY bond financing, a Smart Growth 

Impact Statement (“SGIS”) for the Proposed Project was prepared pursuant to the State of New York State Smart 

Growth Public Infrastructure Policy Act (“SSGPIPA”) procedures (see “Smart Growth Impact Statement 

Assessment Form [“SGISAF”], attached).  DASNY’s Smart Growth Advisory Committee reviewed the SGIS and 

attested that the Proposed Project, to the extent practicable, would meet the smart growth criteria established 

by the legislation.  The compatibility of the Proposed Project with the criteria of the SSGPIPA, Article 6 of the 

ECL, is detailed in the SGISAF.  As indicated on the form, the Proposed Project would be generally supportive 

of the SSGPIPA, and no further analysis is required. 

 

Attachments 
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cc: Frederick W. Clark, III, Esq. 

Stephen J. Kosier 

SEQR File 

OPRHP File  
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     November 19, 2024 – continued 
 
 WHEREAS, the Town Board has reviewed the aforesaid FEAF, Supplemental Analysis and 
other relevant information, reports, plans and assessments, and agrees with the contents thereof. 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that, the Town Board, as lead agency for the 
action contemplated herein, after review of the proposed action, 6 NYCRR Part 617, and Section 
60-12B.(3) hereby determines that the above-described project is a Type I action; and 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that, based upon the information contained in the FEAF and 
other relevant information, the Town Board, as lead agency for the action contemplated herein, and 
after due deliberation, review and analysis, hereby determines that the proposed action will not 
result in significant adverse impacts to the environment, and hereby adopts the annexed Negative 
Declaration. 
 Vote: 3 in favor 0 opposed 
 The resolution was thereupon declared duly adopted. 
 
     RESOLUTION NO. 422 
 Councilman Dyett offered the following resolution, which was seconded by Councilwoman 
Larsen, to wit: 
 WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Shelter Island (Town Board) has reviewed the 
application for the proposed building and site improvements at the Shelter Island Library site 
located at 37 North Ferry Road in the Town of Shelter Island, New York (“proposed action”); and 
 WHEREAS, the proposed action includes renovations to the existing 6,285-square-foot (SF) 
library, a 5,830 SF, two-story building addition increasing the gross floor area (GFA) by 5,830 SF 
from 6,285 SF to 12,115 SF (represents an approximately 93% expansion), the expansion of 
existing on-site parking from 21 to 46 stalls (includes 14 land banked spaces); the replacement of 
the existing septic system with an Innovative and Alternative On-site Wastewater Treatment 
System (I/A OWTS); the abandonment of the existing water supply well and installation of one 
new well in the northeast corner of the subject property which would include a water treatment 
system consisting of sediment filters, UV disinfection, and commercial iron filters; and a 
stormwater management plan including the installation of catch basin and drywells to 
accommodate a five-inch rain event; and 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to 6 NYCRR Part 617.6(b)(3)(i), coordinated review undertaken by 
the Town Board on September 25, 2024 with the following involved agencies and interested 
parties: Town of Shelter Island Building Department; Town of Shelter Island Conservation 
Advisory Council; Town of Shelter Island Planning Board; Suffolk County Department of Health 
Services (SCDHS) Office of Wastewater Management; SCDHS Office of Water Resources; 
Suffolk County Planning Commission (SCPC); New York State Department of Environmental 
Conservation (NYSDEC); New York State Department of State (NYSDOS) and Dormitory 
Authority of the State of New York (DASNY); and 
 WHEREAS, during coordinated review, there were no objections to the Town Board 
serving as lead agency; 
 WHEREAS, the Town Board declared itself lead agency for the proposed action, pursuant 
to the implementing regulations of the State Environmental Quality Review Act, specifically 6 
NYCRR§617.6(b)(4); and 
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 WHEREAS, the Town Board, as lead agency, has caused to be prepared Parts 2 and 3 of the 
Full Environmental Assessment Form (FEAF) with a Supplemental Analysis (as prepared by P.W.  
Grosser Consulting, Inc.), and also caused additional consultations to be undertaken with the NYS 
Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation (OPRHP); and 
WHEREAS, the Town Board has reviewed the aforesaid FEAF, Supplemental Analysis and other 
relevant information, reports, plans and assessments, and agrees with the contents thereof; 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that, the Town Board, as lead agency for the 
action contemplated herein, after review of the proposed action, 6 NYCRR Part 617, and Section 
60-12B.(3) of the Town Code, hereby determines that the above-described project is a Type I 
action; and 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that, based upon the information contained in the FEAF and 
other relevant information, the Town Board, as lead agency for the action contemplated herein, and 
after due deliberation, review and analysis, hereby determines that the proposed action will not 
result in significant adverse impacts to the environment, and hereby adopts the annexed Negative 
Declaration. 
 Vote: 3 in favor 0 opposed 
 The resolution was thereupon declared duly adopted 
 
     RESOLUTION NO. 423 
 Councilwoman Larsen offered the following resolution, which was seconded by Supervisor 
Brach-Williams, to wit: 
 WHEREAS, a public hearing was duly held on Tuesday, November 19, 2024, at 1:00 p.m., 
prevailing time to hear any and all persons either for or against a local law entitled “A LOCAL 
LAW to extend the moratorium on the processing and approval of dock permits by the Town 
Board, now, therefore, 
 BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board does hereby adopt Local Law No. 19 – 2024, of 
which provides as follows: 

    LOCAL LAW NO. 19 of 2024 

 A LOCAL LAW entitled “A LOCAL LAW to extend of moratorium on the processing and 
approval of dock permits by the Town Board” which provides as follows: 

 BE IT ENACTED by the Town Board of the Town of Shelter Island as follows: 

Section 1. Legislative Intent. 
Due to the increased growth and a spread of development throughout the town, including the 
requests for docks along Shelter Island’s fragile shoreline and a growing disparity between the 
Town code, as written, and the needs of our community, the Town Board enacted a three-month 
moratorium on the acceptance and review of all new and pending dock applications. In accordance 
therewith, the Town Board charged the Waterways Management Advisory Council (“WMAC”) to 
review the adequacy of our current dock code and to rewrite same to balance the interest of upland 
owner’s access to navigation, against the public’s use of the water for boating, fishing, swimming, 
and other recreational activities. On October 7, 2024, there was a public hearing on the proposed 
amendment which garnered immense public interest, and the Town Board is currently in the  
     November 19, 2024 – continued 







KATHY HOCHUL
Governor

RANDY SIMONS
Commissioner Pro Tempore

March 08, 2024

Christopher Sepp
Sr. Associate, Architect
Beatty Harvey Coco Architects
1300 Walt Whitman Road
Suite 102
Melville, NY 11747

Re: DASNY
Shelter Island Public Library - Alterations and Additions
37 N Ferry Rd, Shelter Island, NY 11964
24PR01975

Dear Christopher Sepp:

Thank you for requesting the comments of the Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic
Preservation (OPRHP). We have reviewed the project in accordance with the New York State
Historic Preservation Act of 1980 (Section 14.09 of the New York Parks, Recreation and Historic
Preservation Law). These comments are those of the OPRHP and relate only to Historic/Cultural
resources. They do not include potential environmental impacts to New York State Parkland that
may be involved in or near your project.

Based upon this review, it is the opinion of OPRHP that no properties, including archaeological
and/or historic resources, listed in or eligible for the New York State and National Registers of
Historic Places will be impacted by this project.

If further correspondence is required regarding this project, please be sure to refer to the
OPRHP Project Review (PR) number noted above. If you have any questions, please contact
Jessica Vavrasek at the following email address:

Jessica.Vavrasek@parks.ny.gov

Sincerely,

R. Daniel Mackay

Deputy Commissioner for Historic Preservation
Division for Historic Preservation

New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation
Division for Historic Preservation, Peebles Island, PO Box 189, Waterford, New York 12188-0189

(518) 237-8643 • https://parks.ny.gov/shpo

mailto:Jessica.Vavrasek@parks.ny.gov


SMART GROWTH IMPACT STATEMENT ASSESSMENT FORM 

1 

Project Applicant: 

Project Name: 

Program: 

Project Location: 

Completed by: Date: 

 Yes   No 

infrastructure?

This Smart Growth Impact Statement Assessment Form (“SGISAF”) is a tool to assist the applicant and 
the Dormitory Authority of the State of New York’s (“DASNY’s”) Smart Growth Advisory Committee in 
deliberations to determine whether a project is consistent with the New York State Smart Growth Public 
Infrastructure Policy Act (“SSGPIPA”), Article 6 of the New York State Environmental Conservation 
Law (“ECL”).1 Not all questions/answers may be relevant or applicable to all projects.

Description of Proposed Action and Proposed Project: 

Smart Growth Impact Assessment: 

Have any other entities issued a Smart Growth Impact Statement ("SGIS") with regard to 
this project?

1. Does the project advance or otherwise involve the use of, maintain, or improve existing

2. Is the project located wholly or partially in a municipal center,2 characterized by any of
the following:  Check all that apply:

A city or village 

Within the boundaries of a generally recognized college, university, hospital or nursing-
home campus 

Area of concentrated and mixed land use that serves as a center for various activities 
including, but not limited to:   

Central Business Districts 

Main Streets / Downtown Areas (e.g., commercial or geographical heart of a 
city, or downtown/city center) 

Brownfield Opportunity Areas 

Local Waterfront Revitalization Areas (LWRPs) 

Transit Oriented Development Areas  

Environmental Justice Areas 

Distressed Communities 

1 https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/laws/ENV/A6  
2 DASNY interprets the term “municipal centers” to include existing, developed institutional campuses such as universities, colleges and hospitals. 

Project #:

 Yes No 

https://dos.ny.gov/brownfield-redevelopment
https://dos.ny.gov/local-waterfront-revitalization-program
https://www.arcgis.com/home/webmap/viewer.html?url=https://services6.arcgis.com/DZHaqZm9cxOD4CWM/ArcGIS/rest/services/Potential_Environmental_Justice_Area__PEJA__Communities/FeatureServer&source=sd
https://www.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=7fddbadafae44fa49b39f5b339eada7c
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/laws/ENV/A6


 Yes   No 

NA

 Yes   No 

NA

 Yes   No 

 Yes   No 

NA

 Yes   No 

NA

Yes   No 

NA

 Yes  No 

 Yes  No 

 Yes   No 

 Yes   No 

 Yes   No 

NA

4. Is the project located in an area designated by a municipal or comprehensive plan, and
appropriately zoned, as a future municipal center?

5. Is the project located wholly or partially in a developed area or an area designated for
concentrated infill development in accordance with a municipally approved
comprehensive land use plan, a local waterfront revitalization plan, brownfield
opportunity area plan or other development plan?

6. Does the project preserve and enhance the state’s resources, including agricultural
lands, forests, surface and groundwater, air quality, recreation and open space, scenic
areas, and/or significant historic and archeological resources?

7. Does the project foster mixed land uses and compact development, downtown
revitalization, brownfield redevelopment, the enhancement of beauty in public spaces,
the diversity and affordability of housing in proximity to places of employment,
recreation and commercial development and/or the integration of all income and age
groups?

8. Does the project provide mobility through transportation choices, including improved
public transportation and reduced automobile dependency?

9. Does the project demonstrate coordination among state, regional, and local planning

and governmental officials?3

10. Does the project involve community-based planning and collaboration?

11. Is the project consistent with local building and land use codes?

12. Does the project promote sustainability by strengthening existing and creating new

communities which reduce greenhouse gas emissions and do not compromise the needs

of future generations?

13. During the development of the project, was there broad-based public involvement?4

14. Does the applicant have an ongoing governance structure to sustain the implementation

of community planning?

15. Does the project mitigate future physical climate risk due to sea level rise, and/or
storm surges and/or flooding, based on available data predicting the likelihood of
future extreme weather events, including hazard risk analysis data if applicable?

Yes   No 

NA

3 Demonstration may include State Environmental Quality Review [“SEQR”] coordination with involved and interested agencies, district formation, 
agreements between involved parties, letters of support, State Pollutant Discharge Elimination System [“SPDES”] permit issuance/revision notices, etc.  
4 Documentation may include SEQR coordination with involved and interested agencies, SPDES permit issuance/revision notice, approval of Bond 
Resolution, formation of district, evidence of public hearings, Environmental Notice Bulletin [“ENB”] or other published notices, letters of support, etc. 

3. Is the project located adjacent to municipal centers (please see question 2 above) with
clearly defined borders, in an area designated for concentrated development in the
future by an adopted comprehensive plan that exhibits strong land use, transportation,
infrastructure and economic connections to an existing municipal center?

 Yes   No 

NA



SMART GROWTH IMPACT STATEMENT ASSESSMENT FORM 

3 

DASNY has reviewed the available information regarding this project and finds: 
• The project was developed in general consistency with the relevant Smart Growth Criteria.

• The project was not developed in general consistency with the relevant Smart Growth Criteria.

• It was impracticable to develop this project in a manner consistent with the relevant Smart
Growth Criteria for the following reasons:

Attestation: 

I, President of DASNY/designee of the President of DASNY, hereby attest that the Proposed Project, to the 
extent practicable, meets the relevant criteria set forth above and that to the extent that it is not practical to meet 
any relevant criterion, for the reasons given above. 

Signature/Date 

Robert S. Derico, R.A., Director, Office of Environmental Affairs 
Print Name and Title 

EDraper
RSD Signature


	Applicant Name: Town of Shelter Island
	Project#: 379740
	Project Name: Library Additions, Alterations, and Improvements Project
	Project Location: 37 N Ferry Road, Shelter Island, Suffolk County, New York
	OEA Staff Person: [Elisabeth Draper, Environmental Manager]
	Date1_af_date: 1/3/2025
	Description of Action: The Proposed Project would consist of the renovation, alteration, upgrading, equipping and rehabilitation of the Library’s existing 6,300-gross-square-foot (“gsf”) Main Building to modernize the building with a new layout to improve functionality.  A 2-story 4,500 gsf addition will be constructed and will include some or all of the following: a better-functioning multipurpose room, a quiet reading space, and distinct spaces for young adults and children.  The project is also expected to include upgrades to insulation and ventilation systems, improvements to wastewater systems, installation of sustainable energy solutions, including solar panels and EV charging stations, renovations for Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (“ADA”)-compliant restrooms, new elevator cab, new automatic entry doors, and additional parking.
	Check Box0Y: Off
	Check Box0N: Yes
	Check Box1Y: Yes
	Check Box1N: Off
	Check Box2A: Yes
	Check Box2B: Off
	Check Box2C: Off
	Check Box2D: Off
	Check Box2E: Yes
	Check Box2F: Off
	Check Box2G: Yes
	Check Box2H: Off
	Check Box2I: Off
	Check Box2J: Off
	Program: Bond Issuance
	Check Box3Y: Yes
	Check Box3N: Off
	Check Box3NA: Off
	Check Box4Y: Off
	Check Box4N: Off
	Check Box4NA: Yes
	Check Box5Y: Yes
	Check Box5N: Off
	Check Box5NA: Off
	Check Box6Y: Yes
	Check Box6N: Off
	Check Box7Y: Yes
	Check Box7N: Off
	Check Box7NA: Off
	Check Box8Y: Off
	Check Box8N: Off
	Check Box8NA: Yes
	Check Box9Y: Yes
	Check Box9N: Off
	Check Box9NA: Off
	Check Box10Y: Yes
	Check Box10N: Off
	Check Box11Y: Yes
	Check Box11N: Off
	Check Box12Y: Off
	Check Box12N: Yes
	Check Box13Y: Yes
	Check Box13N: Off
	Check Box14Y: Yes
	Check Box14N: Off
	Check Box14NA: Off
	Check Box15Y: Off
	Check Box15N: Off
	Check Box15NA: Yes
	Check BoxSGA: Yes
	Check BoxSGB: Off
	Check BoxSGC: Off
	Date5_af_date: 1/3/25
	DecisionReasoning: 


