
 
 
 

STATE ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY REVIEW ACT  
NEGATIVE DECLARATION  

NOTICE OF DETERMINATION OF NON-SIGNIFICANCE 
 
 
 
Date: September 6, 2024 
 
 
Lead Agency: Dormitory Authority of the State of New York  

515 Broadway 
Albany, New York  12207-2964 

 
 
Applicant:  Columbia University  

615 West 131st Street  
New York, New York 10027 
(New York County) 

 
 

This notice is issued pursuant to the State Environmental Quality Review Act (“SEQRA”), codified 
at Article 8 of the New York Environmental Conservation Law (“ECL”), and its implementing 
regulations, promulgated at Part 617 of Title 6 of the New York Codes, Rules and Regulations 
(“N.Y.C.R.R.”), which collectively contain the requirements for the State Environmental Quality 
Review (“SEQR”) process.  

 
The Dormitory Authority of the State of New York DASNY (“DASNY”), as lead agency, has 
determined that the Proposed Action described below would not have a significant 
adverse effect on the environment and a Draft Environmental Impact Statement (“DEIS”) 
will not be prepared. 
 

 
Title of Action:  Columbia University 

Irving Medical Center – Vagelos College of Physicians and 
Surgeons (VP&S) New Research Building (2024 Bond Financing 
and Commercial Paper Notes) 
(Independent Colleges and Universities Program) 

 
 
SEQR Status: Type I Action – 6 N.Y.C.R.R. Part 617.4(b)(9) 
 
 
Review Type:   Coordinated Review 
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Description of Proposed Action and Proposed Project 
 
The Dormitory Authority of the State of New York (“DASNY”) has received a funding request from 
Columbia University for its Irving Medical Center (“IMC”) – Vagelos College of Physicians and 
Surgeons (“VP&S”) New Research Building (2024 Financing and Commercial Paper Notes) (the 
“Proposed Project”).  For the purposes of State Environmental Quality Review (“SEQR”), the 
Proposed Action would involve DASNY’s authorization of the issuance of DASNY obligations on 
behalf of Columbia University, pursuant to DASNY’s Independent Colleges and Universities 
Program.   
 
More specifically, the Proposed Action would involve DASNY’s authorization of the issuance of 
one or more series of fixed and/or variable rate, tax-exempt and/or taxable bonds in an amount 
not to exceed $150 million and the issuance of multiple series of tax-exempt and/or taxable 
commercial paper notes in an amount not to exceed $250 million at any one time, a portion which 
would be used to finance the Proposed Project.  Columbia University’s request for funding would 
also be used to finance other various institution-wide construction, renovation, rehabilitation, 
equipment purchase, design and refinancing projects located in buildings or facilities throughout 
the Columbia University system.  These other projects would be covered under separate SEQR 
determination.0F

1   
 
VP&S New Research Building.  The Proposed Project would consist of the construction of a 
new, approximately 81,500-gross-square-foot (“gsf”)1F

2, 9-story laboratory building.  The new 
building would be adjacent (and connected) to the existing Russ Berrie Medical Science Pavilion 
and existing Columbia University School of Nursing (“CUSON”) buildings, which together form a 
full block biomedical research park.  The new building, designed by Kohn Pedersen Fox 
Associates, PC, (“KPF”) would have all electric infrastructure to support new state-of-the-art wet 
laboratories, dry research space, a symposium space, and an expanded animal facility.  No fossil 
fuels would be required as part of the building’s normal operations.  The Proposed Project has 
been designed to achieve carbon neutral and LEED Gold certification. 
 
The project site is an approximately 7,840-square-foot (0.18-acre) gated lot with restricted surface 
parking and a ramp to underground staff parking beneath the adjacent CUSON building.  The 
foundation for the new building was previously completed as part of the construction of the 
CUSON building in 2017.  As such, there would be no excavation required for the Proposed 
Project.   
 
The Proposed Project would be developed as of right; no other discretionary permits or approvals 
are anticipated.  Aside from DASNY’s funding action, no other involved agencies with a 
discretionary action subject to SEQR have been identified.2F

3  Construction of the new building is 
scheduled to begin early Fall 2024 and to be completed by Fall 2026, a duration of approximately 
26 months.   

 
 
1 It is permissible for these projects to be reviewed separately under SEQR because: a) the individual projects have no cumulative 
environmental effect on the environment; b) none of the other projects are functionally dependent on the project funded under this 
proposal for implementation; and c) the project sites are geographically separated. 
2 The Proposed Project has a zoning square footage (“zsf”) of approximately 76,643 zsf. 
3 The Proposed Project was awarded a Carbon Neutral Community Economic Development (“CNCED”) grant in the amount of 
$2,000,000 from the New York State Energy Research and Development Authority (“NYSERDA”); all other funding for the Proposed 
Project is through private sources. 
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Location of Proposed Project 
 
The Proposed Project would be located at the corner of 167th Street and Audubon Avenue in the 
Washington Heights neighborhood of Manhattan, New York County, New York (Block 2124, Lot 
35).  The new building would be adjacent (and connected) to the existing Russ Berrie Medical 
Science Pavilion and existing CUSON buildings, which together form a full block biomedical 
research park.   
 
Description of the Institution 
 
Columbia University is a privately endowed, nonsectarian, nonprofit institution of higher 
education.  Known originally as King’s College, the University was founded under a charter 
granted in 1754 by King George II.  Today, the University is one of the largest private institutions 
of higher education in the United States.  Instruction and research are carried out in 17 component 
schools located at three primary sites in New York City and several additional sites outside the 
City.  The University is formally affiliated with several neighboring institutions, including Barnard 
College, Teachers College and Union Theological Seminary. 
 
The University offers degree and certificate programs through 17 faculties and schools, consisting 
of Columbia College, its original school, the School of General Studies (a liberal arts college for 
non-traditional students), and the 15 professional or specialized divisions whose programs 
supplement the liberal arts curricula.  The University offers bachelor’s degrees in 95 subject areas, 
master’s degrees in 239 subject areas, doctoral degrees in 91 academic fields, and 75 certificate 
programs. 
 
The University’s professional and specialized divisions include the schools of Columbia University 
Irving Medical Center, the School of Law founded in 1858, the Fu Foundation School of 
Engineering and Applied Science founded in 1864, the Graduate School of Arts and Sciences 
founded in 1820 and the Graduate School of Business founded in 1916.  Columbia University’s 
Irving Medical Center comprises the University’s College of Physicians and Surgeons founded in 
1767 (the second oldest medical school in the country and the first to grant an M.D. degree), the 
School of Nursing founded in 1892, Mailman School of Public Health founded in 1922, and the 
College of Dental Medicine founded in 1916. 
 
Reasons Supporting This Determination 
 
Overview.  DASNY completed this environmental review in accordance with the procedures set 
forth in the SEQRA, codified at Article 8 of the New York Environmental Conservation Law 
(“ECL”), and its implementing regulations, promulgated at Part 617 of Title 6 of the New York 
Codes, Rules and Regulations (“N.Y.C.R.R.”), which collectively contain the requirements for the 
SEQR process.  This environmental review followed standard environmental analysis 
methodologies and impact criteria for evaluating the Proposed Project, unless stated otherwise. 

 
The Proposed Project was also reviewed in conformance with the New York State Historic 
Preservation Act of 1980 (“SHPA”), especially the implementing regulations of Section 14.09 of 
the Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation Law (“PRHPL”), as well as with the requirements 
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of the Memorandum of Understanding (“MOU”), dated March 18, 1998, between DASNY and the 
New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation (“OPRHP”).   

 
Additionally, the Proposed Project was analyzed for consistency with the State of New York Smart 
Growth Public Infrastructure Policy Act (“SGPIPA”), Article 6 of the New York ECL, for a variety 
of policy areas related to land use and sustainable development.  The Smart Growth Impact 
Statement Assessment Form (“SGISAF”) is included with this determination. 
 
SEQRA Determination.  The Proposed Project constitutes a Type I action as specifically 
designated by 6 N.Y.C.R.R. 617.4(b)(9) of the SEQR implementing regulations.  On June 7, 2024, 
DASNY circulated a lead agency request letter, including a Full Environmental Assessment Form 
(“FEAF”) Part 1 that was prepared for the Proposed Project by representatives of Columbia 
University, as well as a Distribution List of Involved Agencies and Interested Parties to whom the 
lead agency letter was sent.  There being no objection to DASNY assuming SEQR lead agency 
status, a coordinated review among the involved agencies was initiated. 

 
DASNY representatives reviewed the FEAF Part 1, including relevant supplemental 
documentation that analyzed potential environmental impacts associated with the Proposed 
Project (see attached).  DASNY representatives discussed the proposed new building’s 
environmental effects with representatives of the University and other interested parties.  DASNY 
subsequently completed an evaluation of the magnitude and importance of project impacts, as 
detailed in the FEAF Parts 2 and 3 (see attached).  Based on the above, and the additional 
information set forth below, DASNY as lead agency has analyzed the relevant areas of 
environmental concern and determined that the Proposed Project would not have a 
significant adverse effect on the environment.   

 
SHPA Determination.  According to the New York State Historic Preservation Office’s (“SHPO’s”) 
Cultural Resource Information System (“CRIS”), the project site is within 200 feet of the 168th 
Street Subway Station Broadway Line (“Interborough Rapid Transit” or “IRT”), which is listed on 
the State and National Registers of Historic Places (“S/NR”).  The project site is also located 
across from the S/NR-eligible Washington Heights-Dominican Cultural Historic District.  As such, 
OPRHP was consulted to assess the potential impacts to this historic resource due to the 
Proposed Project.   
 
A review of submitted materials was completed by the OPRHP (Project №. 24PR05367), and in 
its letter dated June 27, 2024 (attached), OPRHP rendered an opinion that “…no properties, 
including archaeological and/or historic resources, listed in or eligible for the New York State and 
National Registers of Historic Places will be impacted by this project.”  Based on the above, it is 
the opinion of DASNY that the Proposed Project would have no adverse impact on historic or 
cultural resources in or eligible for inclusion in the S/NR. 

 
SSGPIPA Determination.  DASNY’s Smart Growth Advisory Committee reviewed the SGISAF 
that was prepared in accordance with the SGPIPA and found that, to the extent practicable, the 
Proposed Project would be consistent with and would be generally supportive of the smart growth 
criteria established by the legislation.  The compatibility of the Proposed Project with the criteria 
of the SSGPIPA, Article 6 of the ECL, is detailed in the SGISAF (see attached).  In general, the 
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Proposed Project would be in compliance with the relevant State and local public policy initiatives 
that guide development within the project area.   

 
General Findings.   The Proposed Project would consist of the construction of an approximately 
81,500-gsf (76,643 zsf”), 9-story laboratory building that would meet the IMC VP&S’ immediate 
need for additional wet laboratory and vivarium space to cultivate and expand scientific research.   
 
The project site for the new building is located within New York City’s C6-2 Commercial District, 
which permits a wide range of high-bulk commercial uses requiring a central location.  The new 
building is a permitted use in this district (Use Group 3a, Colleges or Universities) and would be 
constructed as-of-right.  The new building would be built adjacent and connected to the existing 
Russ Berrie Medical Science Pavilion and CUSON buildings, which together would form a full 
block biomedical research park.  No change in zoning would be required, and no other 
discretionary actions have been identified for the Proposed Project.   
 
The new building would be designed with all electric infrastructure to support new state-of-the-art 
wet laboratories and adjacent support/administrative spaces for more than 30 principal 
investigators and their support staff, including dry research space, a symposium space, and an 
expanded animal care vivarium.  The Proposed Project would use significantly less energy than 
similar buildings.  The new building was designed to outperform emission limits set by Local Law 
97 requirements and would support Columbia University’s Plan 2030 greenhouse gas reduction 
goals to introduce no new fossil fuel infrastructure into campus buildings and to achieve campus-
wide net-zero emissions by 2050.  The new building has been designed to achieve carbon neutral 
and LEED Gold certification.  
 
Since laboratories have greater ventilation requirements than other buildings, they require more 
robust mechanical systems, which typically result in increased energy usage.  The new building 
was designed to create an all-electric research lab building that could handle the facility’s high 
heating loads.  The new building would be heated and cooled with electric air source heat pumps 
that allow for energy recovery between the heating and cooling fluids, providing periods of free 
tempering during the year.  Air-side energy recovery systems use waste heat to reduce the total 
energy needed to condition the building.  The new building’s high-performance façade features a 
window-to-wall ratio below 50 percent.  Exterior shading and a louver system would reduce solar 
heat gain and glare while reflecting natural light into the labs.  The new building’s design would 
integrate biophilic elements such as green walls and natural and renewable materials in 
collaboration spaces.  The building design also includes a large connecting stair to encourage 
active circulation, and corner lounges to foster collaboration among researchers.3F

4   
 
The project site is within an urban area with existing access to public transportation and municipal 
infrastructure (i.e., water supply and sewer service).  The Proposed Project is not expected to 
increase traffic significantly, and the building is within walking distance (1/4 mile) via existing 
sidewalks to public transportation (i.e., 168th Street Station).  Staff parking would be available in 
the underground parking garage beneath adjacent buildings.  No transportation or parking 
impacts are expected.   
 

 
 
4 Vagelos Innovation Laboratories | Facilities Management (columbia.edu) 

https://www.facilities.cuimc.columbia.edu/research-building
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A search of the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation’s (“NYSDEC’s”) 
Environmental Site Remediation database indicated no record for the project site.  There is a 
closed spill incident recorded at 1150 St. Nicholas Avenue, adjacent to the project site (NYSDEC 
Region 2, Number 0101263), which was closed by the NYSDEC on May 3, 2001.  There are no 
identified emissions sources associated with the Proposed Project that would require permitting, 
however, the entire IMC campus operates under existing Air State Facility Permit #2-6201-
00056/00009.   
 
The Proposed Project would utilize an existing foundation that was created as part of the adjacent 
CUSUN building completed in 2017, and therefore, no major excavation or new foundation would 
be required for the new building.  Minor excavation is anticipated for a new Con Edison vault in 
the sidewalk just outside the property line.  The new building would be all-electric and would 
require no fossil fuels as part of normal operations.  The new building would include a 1-megawatt 
(“MW”) emergency generator fed by a fuel oil system.   
 
Construction activities at the project site would result in temporary disruptions to the surrounding 
area.  Construction would be carried out in accordance with New York City laws and regulations, 
and appropriate work permits from the New York City Department of Buildings (“NYCDOB”) would 
be obtained for any necessary work outside of normal construction periods.  The Proposed Project 
would comply with the requirements of the New York City Noise Control Code, which limits 
construction activities to weekdays between the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. (absent a 
permit), requires that a Construction Noise Mitigation Plan be implemented, and sets noise limits 
for specific pieces of construction equipment.  Mobile sources of air emissions during construction 
would include the use of heavy equipment (crane), fleet and/or delivery vehicles.  Construction of 
the new building is expected to commence in Fall 2024 and to be completed in Fall 2026.    
 
The new building would be the cornerstone of the IMC’s revitalized biomedical research park, 
home to dozens of researchers in genetics and genomics, systems biology, biochemistry, 
pathology, molecular biology, immunology, and many other specialties.   
 
Potential Impacts.  DASNY, as lead agency, has inventoried all potential resources that could 
be affected by the Proposed Project, assessed the magnitude, duration, likelihood, scale, and 
context of the construction and determined that no impact, or a small impact, may occur to the 
following:  Land Use, Zoning and Public Policy, Socioeconomics, Community Facilities, Open 
Space and Recreational Facilities, Cultural Resources, Architectural Design and Visual 
Resources, Neighborhood Character, Natural Resources, Hazardous Materials, Infrastructure, 
Solid Waste and Sanitation Services, Use and Conservation of Energy, Transportation, Air 
Quality, Noise and Construction (see FEAF Part 2 and 3, attached).  No potential negative long-
term or cumulative impacts or significant adverse environmental impacts were identified in 
connection with the Proposed Project.   
 
Summary.  DASNY has reviewed the Proposed Project using criteria provided in Part 617.7 of 
SEQRA and has determined that: 

 
(i) there will be no substantial adverse change in existing air quality, ground or 

surface water quality or quantity, traffic or noise levels; no substantial 
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increase in solid waste production; and no substantial increase in potential 
for erosion, flooding, leaching or drainage problems; 

(ii) there will be no removal or destruction of large quantities of vegetation or 
fauna; no substantial interference with the movement of any resident or 
migratory fish or wildlife species; no impacts on a significant habitat area; no 
substantial adverse impacts on a threatened or endangered species of 
animal or plant, or the habitat of such a species; or other significant adverse 
impacts to natural resources; 

(iii) there will be no impairment of the environmental characteristics of a Critical 
Environmental Area as designated pursuant to subdivision 617.14(g) of this 
Part; 

(iv) there will be no creation of a material conflict with a community's current 
plans or goals as officially approved or adopted; 

(v) there will be no impairment of the character or quality of important historical, 
archeological, architectural, or aesthetic resources or of existing community 
or neighborhood character; 

(vi) there will be no major change in the use of either the quantity or type of 
energy; 

(vii) there will be no creation of a hazard to human health; 
(viii) there will be no substantial change in the use, or intensity of use, of land 

including agricultural, open space or recreational resources, or in its capacity 
to support existing uses; 

(ix) there will be no encouraging or attracting of a large number of people to a 
place or places for more than a few days, compared to the number of people 
who would come to such place absent the action; 

(x) there will be no creation of a material demand for other actions that would 
result in one of the above consequences; 

(xi) there will be no changes in two or more elements of the environment, no one 
of which has a significant impact on the environment, but when considered 
together result in a substantial adverse impact on the environment;  

(xii) there will not be two or more related actions undertaken, funded or approved 
by an agency, none of which has or would have a significant impact on the 
environment, but when considered cumulatively would meet one or more of 
the criteria in this subdivision; and 

(xiii) there will be no other significant adverse environmental impacts. 
 

Based on the above, and the additional information contained herein, DASNY, as lead agency, 
analyzed the relevant areas of environmental concern and determined that the Proposed Project 
would not have a significant adverse impact on the environment and a Draft Environmental Impact 
Statement will not be prepared. 
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For Further Information: 
 
Contact Person: Robert S. Derico, R.A. 
 Director 
 Office of Environmental Affairs 
  
Address: DASNY 
 515 Broadway 
 Albany, New York  12207-2964 
 
Telephone:  (518) 257-3214 
 
Email:   rderico@dasny.org  

mailto:rderico@dasny.org


 
 

E-MAIL DISTRIBUTION LIST OF INVOLVED AGENCIES AND INTERESTED PARTIES  
FOR SEQR NEGATIVE DECLARATION  
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Ms. Hilary Semel 
Director 
Mayor’s Office of Environmental Coordination 
253 Broadway, 14th Floor 
New York, New York  10007 
HSemel@cityhall.nyc.gov  
 
 
The Honorable Mark Levine 
Manhattan Borough President 
1 Centre Street, 19th Floor 
New York, New York  10007 
info@manhattanbp.nyc.gov  
 
 
Mr. Ebenezer Smith 
District Manager  
Manhattan Community Board 12 
530 West 166th Street, 6A 
New York, New York  10032 
ebsmith@cb.nyc.gov 
 
 
Ms. Nancy Herter 
Director 
Technical Preservation Services Bureau 
NYS Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic 
Preservation 
P. O. Box 189 
Waterford, New York  12188-0189 
nancy.herter@parks.ny.gov  
 
 
Mr. Patrick Foster 
Regional Director, R-2 
NYS Department of Environmental Conservation 
47-40 21st Street 
Long Island City, New York 11101-5407 
r2.info@dec.ny.gov 
 
 
Mr. Janno Lieber 
President, Construction and Development  
New York Metropolitan Transportation Authority (MTA) 
2 Broadway 
New York, New York  10004-2207 
EPP-Adjacency@mtacd.org 
 

Commissioner Ydanis Rodriguez 
c/o Ryan Lynch, Chief of Staff 
New York City Department of Transportation 
55 Water Street, 9th Floor 
New York, New York  10041 
rlynch@dot.nyc.gov 
 
 
Ms. Gina Santucci 
Environmental Review Coordinator   
New York City Landmarks Preservation Commission 
1 Centre Street, 9N   
New York, New York  10007  
gsantucci@lpc.nyc.gov 
 
 
Mr. Colin Redhead 
Deputy Treasurer 
Columbia University 
615 West 131st Street, 3rd floor 
New York, New York 10027 
crr20@columbia.edu 
 
 
Ms. Inji Choi 
Assistant Director, Bond Issuance and Compliance 
Office of the Treasurer 
Columbia University 
615 West 131st Street, 3rd floor 
New York, New York 10027 
ic2349@columbia.edu 
 
 
Ms. Madeline Julian  
Assistant Vice President of Capital Project Management 
Columbia University Medical Center  
William Black Building 
650 West 168th Street, Suite B-07 
New York, New York 10032 
mj3218@columbia.edu   
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Mr. Anthony Donatich, AIA 
Director, Capital Project Management  
Facilities Management  
Columbia University Irving Medical Center 
William Black Building 
650 West 168th Street, Suite B-10 
New York, New York 10032 
ad2759@cumc.columbia.edu 
 
 
Mr. Jerry Wang, AIA, LEED AP BD+C 
Senior Project Manager 
Columbia University Medical Center  
William Black Building 
650 West 168th Street, Suite B-10 
New York, New York 10032 
lw3005@cumc.columbia.edu 
 
 
Ms. Sara Richards, Esq. 
Managing Director, Executive Direction  
DASNY 
515 Broadway 
Albany, New York 12207-2964 
srichards@dasny.org 
 
 
Ms. Dena T. Amodio 
Associate General Counsel 
Counsel’s Office 
DASNY 
515 Broadway 
Albany, New York  12207 
DAmodio@dasny.org  
 
 
Mr. David P. Ostrander 
Assistant Director 
Public Finance & Portfolio Monitoring 
DASNY 
515 Broadway 
Albany, New York  12207 
dostrand@dasny.org  
 
 
Mr. Robert Derico, R.A. 
Director 
Office of Environmental Affairs 
DASNY 
515 Broadway 
Albany, New York 12207 
rderico@dasny.org  
 

 
 

mailto:lw3005@cumc.columbia.edu
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Attachments

1. DASNY Lead Agency Request Letter dated June 7, 2024

2. FEAF Parts 1, 2 and 3 with Supporting Documentation

3. OPRHP Determination Letter dated June 27, 2024

4. Smart Growth Impact Statement Assesment Form (SGISAF)



  
 
KATHY HOCHUL LISA GOMEZ ROBERT J. RODRIGUEZ 
Governor Chair President & CEO 
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SENT VIA E-MAIL ONLY 
 
Date: June 7, 2024 
 
To:  Distribution List  

 
Re:  DASNY State Environmental Quality Review (SEQR) Lead Agency Request for Columbia University’s 

Irving Medical Center – Vagelos College of Physicians and Surgeons (VP&S) New Research Building 
Project, Borough of Manhattan, New York County, New York (DASNY’s Independent Colleges and 
Universities Program) 

 
The Dormitory Authority of the State of New York (“DASNY”) has received a funding request from Columbia 
University for its Irving Medical Center – Vagelos College of Physicians and Surgeons (“VP&S”) New Research 
Building Project (the “Proposed Project”).  For the purposes of State Environmental Quality Review (“SEQR”), 
the Proposed Action would involve DASNY’s authorization of the issuance of DASNY obligations on behalf of 
Columbia University pursuant to DASNY’s Independent Colleges and Universities Program.  A portion of the 
proceeds of the tax-exempt and/or taxable bonds and/or commercial paper notes would be used to finance the 
Proposed Project and other various renovation projects throughout Columbia University’s campus.    
 
More specifically, the Proposed Project would consist of the construction of a new, approximately 81,500-gross-
square-foot (“gsf”)0F

1, 9-story laboratory building located at the corner of 167th Street and Audubon Avenue in the 
Washington Heights neighborhood of Manhattan, New York County, New York.  The new building would be 
adjacent (and connected) to the existing Russ Berrie Medical Science Pavilion and existing Columbia University 
School of Nursing (“CUSON”) buildings, which together form a full block biomedical research park.  The new 
building, designed by Kohn Pedersen Fox Associates, PC, (“KPF”) would have all electric infrastructure to 
support new state-of-the-art wet laboratories, dry research space, a symposium space, and an expanded animal 
facility.  No fossil fuels would be required as part of the building’s normal operations.  The Proposed Project has 
been designed to achieve carbon neutral and LEED Gold certification. 
 
The project site is an approximately 7,840-square-foot (0.18-acre) gated lot with restricted surface parking and 
a ramp to underground staff parking beneath the adjacent CUSON building.  The foundation for the new building 
was previously completed as part of the construction of the CUSON building in 2017.  As such, there would be 
no excavation required for the Proposed Project.   
 
Pre-construction activities (make ready work) have commenced on the project site.  Construction of the new 
building is scheduled to begin late Summer / early Fall 2024 and to be completed by Fall 2026, a duration of 
approximately 26 months.   

 
 
1 The Proposed Project has a zoning square footage of approximately 76,643 square feet. 
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The Proposed Project would be developed as of right; no other discretionary permits or approvals are 
anticipated.  Aside from DASNY’s funding action, no other involved agencies with a discretionary action subject 
to SEQR have been identified.1F

2   
 
Under the provisions of SEQR, DASNY has made a preliminary determination that the Proposed Project is a 
Type I action as specifically designated by 6 N.Y.C.R.R. Part 617.4(b)(9).  DASNY proposes to designate itself 
as lead agency and conduct a coordinated SEQR review.  If DASNY does not receive a written objection from 
an involved agency within 30 days, DASNY will assume the lead agency role for the SEQR review.   
 
In accordance with SEQRA, if DASNY did not receive a reply from an agency within thirty days of this 
notification, it would automatically assume the lead agency role for the project.  However, in accordance with 
common SEQRA procedural practice, DASNY wishes to expedite the designation of lead agency.  Enclosed is 
a copy of a Full Environmental Assessment Form (“FEAF”) – Part 1 and supporting documentation for the 
project, as well as an expedited lead agency request form and Distribution List of Involved Agencies and 
Interested Parties to whom this letter has been sent.  If you have no objections, please execute the agreement 
on the following page and email a copy to me at my email address below by Friday, June 14, 2024.   
 
Should you have any additional written SEQR questions or comments, please submit them to me at:  Ms. Sara 
E. Stein, Senior Environmental Manager, Office of Environmental Affairs, DASNY, 28 Liberty Street, 55th 
Floor, New York, New York 10005 or at my email address sstein@dasny.org.  You may also telephone me at 
(212) 273-5092.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Sara E. Stein, AICP, LEED-AP 
Senior Environmental Manager 
Office of Environmental Affairs 
 
Enclosures 
 
cc: Ms. Sara Richards, Esq. 

  Ms. Dena T. Amodio, Esq. 
  Mr. Robert S. Derico, R.A. 
  Mr. David P. Ostrander 
  SEQR File 

 
 
  

 
 
 
2 The Proposed Project was awarded a Carbon Neutral Community Economic Development (“CNCED”) grant in the amount of $2,000,000 from the New 
York State Energy Research and Development Authority (“NYSERDA”); all other funding for the Proposed Project is through private sources. 

mailto:sstein@dasny.org
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Expedited SEQRA Lead Agency Agreement 
 

We agree to the designation of the Dormitory Authority State of New York (“DASNY”) as lead agency for Columbia 
University’s Irving Medical Center – Vagelos College of Physicians and Surgeons (VP&S) New Research Building 
Project. 

 
 
Agency:         
 
Contact Name:          
 
Contact Signature:          
 
Title:          
 
Date:          
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E-MAIL DISTRIBUTION LIST OF INVOLVED AGENCIES AND INTERESTED PARTIES  
FOR LEAD AGENCY REQUEST LETTER 

 
 
Ms. Hilary Semel 
Director 
Mayor’s Office of Environmental Coordination 
253 Broadway, 14th Floor 
New York, New York  10007 
HSemel@cityhall.nyc.gov  
 
 
The Honorable Mark Levine 
Manhattan Borough President 
1 Centre Street, 19th Floor 
New York, New York  10007 
info@manhattanbp.nyc.gov  
 
 
Mr. Ebenezer Smith 
District Manager  
Manhattan Community Board 12 
530 West 166th Street, 6A 
New York, New York  10032 
ebsmith@cb.nyc.gov 
 
 
Ms. Nancy Herter 
Director 
Technical Preservation Services Bureau 
NYS Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic 
Preservation 
P. O. Box 189 
Waterford, New York  12188-0189 
nancy.herter@parks.ny.gov  
 
 
Mr. Patrick Foster 
Regional Director, R-2 
NYS Department of Environmental Conservation 
47-40 21st Street 
Long Island City, New York 11101-5407 
r2.info@dec.ny.gov 
 
 
Mr. Janno Lieber 
President, Construction and Development  
New York Metropolitan Transportation Authority (MTA) 
2 Broadway 
New York, New York  10004-2207 
EPP-Adjacency@mtacd.org 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Commissioner Ydanis Rodriguez 
c/o Ryan Lynch, Chief of Staff 
New York City Department of Transportation 
55 Water Street, 9th Floor 
New York, New York  10041 
rlynch@dot.nyc.gov 
 
 
Ms. Gina Santucci 
Environmental Review Coordinator   
New York City Landmarks Preservation Commission 
1 Centre Street, 9N   
New York, New York  10007  
gsantucci@lpc.nyc.gov 
 
 
Mr. Colin Redhead 
Deputy Treasurer 
Columbia University 
615 West 131st Street, 3rd floor 
New York, New York 10027 
crr20@columbia.edu 
 
 
Ms. Inji Choi 
Assistant Director, Bond Issuance and Compliance 
Office of the Treasurer 
Columbia University 
615 West 131st Street, 3rd floor 
New York, New York 10027 
ic2349@columbia.edu 
 
 
Ms. Madeline Julian  
Assistant Vice President of Capital Project Management 
Columbia University Medical Center  
William Black Building 
650 West 168th Street, Suite B-07 
New York, New York 10032 
mj3218@columbia.edu   
  
 
Mr. Jerry Wang 
Senior Project Manager 
Columbia University Medical Center  
William Black Building 
650 West 168th Street, Suite B-10 
New York, New York 10032 
lw3005@cumc.columbia.edu 
 
 
 

mailto:HSemel@cityhall.nyc.gov
mailto:info@manhattanbp.nyc.gov
mailto:ebsmith@cb.nyc.gov
mailto:nancy.herter@parks.ny.gov
mailto:r2.info@dec.ny.gov
mailto:EPP-Adjacency@mtacd.org
mailto:rlynch@dot.nyc.gov
mailto:gsantucci@lpc.nyc.gov
mailto:crr20@columbia.edu
mailto:ic2349@columbia.edu
mailto:mj3218@columbia.edu
mailto:lw3005@cumc.columbia.edu
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Ms. Sara Richards, Esq. 
Managing Director, Executive Direction  
DASNY 
515 Broadway 
Albany, New York 12207-2964 
srichards@dasny.org 
 
 
Ms. Dena T. Amodio 
Associate General Counsel 
Counsel’s Office 
DASNY 
515 Broadway 
Albany, New York  12207 
DAmodio@dasny.org  
 
 
Mr. David P. Ostrander 
Assistant Director 
Public Finance & Portfolio Monitoring 
DASNY 
515 Broadway 
Albany, New York  12207 
dostrand@dasny.org  
 
 
Mr. Robert Derico, R.A. 
Director 
Office of Environmental Affairs 
DASNY 
515 Broadway 
Albany, New York 12207 
rderico@dasny.org  
 
 

mailto:srichards@dasny.org
mailto:DAmodio@dasny.org
mailto:dostrand@dasny.org
mailto:rderico@dasny.org
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Full Environmental Assessment Form 
Part 2 - Identification of Potential Project Impacts 

Part 2 is to be completed by the lead agency.  Part 2 is designed to help the lead agency inventory all potential resources that could 
be affected by a proposed project or action.  We recognize that the lead agency=s reviewer(s) will not necessarily be environmental 
professionals.  So, the questions are designed to walk a reviewer through the assessment process by providing a series of questions that 
can be answered using the information found in Part 1.  To further assist the lead agency in completing Part 2, the form identifies the 
most relevant questions in Part 1 that will provide the information needed to answer the Part 2 question.  When Part 2 is completed, the 
lead agency will have identified the relevant environmental areas that may be impacted by the proposed activity.   

If the lead agency is a state agency and the action is in any Coastal Area, complete the Coastal Assessment Form before proceeding 
with this assessment. 
Tips for completing Part 2: 

• Review all of the information provided in Part 1.
• Review any application, maps, supporting materials and the Full EAF Workbook.
• Answer each of the 18 questions in Part 2.
• If you answer “Yes” to a numbered question, please complete all the questions that follow in that section.
• If you answer “No” to a numbered question, move on to the next numbered question.
• Check appropriate column to indicate the anticipated size of the impact.
• Proposed projects that would exceed a numeric threshold contained in a question should result in the reviewing agency

checking the box “Moderate to large impact may occur.”
• The reviewer is not expected to be an expert in environmental analysis.
• If you are not sure or undecided about the size of an impact, it may help to review the sub-questions for the general

question and consult the workbook.
• When answering a question consider all components of the proposed activity, that is, the Awhole action@.
• Consider the possibility for long-term and cumulative impacts as well as direct impacts.
• Answer the question in a reasonable manner considering the scale and context of the project.

1. Impact on Land
Proposed action may involve construction on, or physical alteration of,  NO  YES 
the land surface of the proposed site.  (See Part 1. D.1)
If “Yes”, answer questions a - j.  If “No”, move on to Section 2.

Relevant 
Part I 

Question(s) 

No, or 
small 

impact 
may occur 

Moderate 
to large 

impact may 
occur 

a. The proposed action may involve construction on land where depth to water table is
less than 3 feet.

E2d 9 9

b. The proposed action may involve construction on slopes of 15% or greater. E2f 9 9

c. The proposed action may involve construction on land where bedrock is exposed, or
generally within 5 feet of existing ground surface.

E2a 9 9

d. The proposed action may involve the excavation and removal of more than 1,000 tons
of natural material.

D2a 9 9

e. The proposed action may involve construction that continues for more than one year
or in multiple phases.

D1e 9 9

f. The proposed action may result in increased erosion, whether from physical
disturbance or vegetation removal (including from treatment by herbicides).

D2e, D2q 9 9

g. The proposed action is, or may be, located within a Coastal Erosion hazard area. B1i 9 9

h. Other impacts: _______________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________ 

9 9

Agency Use Only [If applicable]
Project :

Date :

FEAF 2019

http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/91690.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/91690.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/91704.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/91709.html
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2. Impact on Geological Features
The proposed action may result in the modification or destruction of, or inhibit 
access to, any unique or unusual land forms on the site (e.g., cliffs, dunes,   NO  YES 
minerals, fossils, caves).  (See Part 1. E.2.g) 
If “Yes”, answer questions a - c.  If “No”, move on to Section 3. 

Relevant 
Part I 

Question(s) 

No, or 
small 

impact 
may occur 

Moderate 
to large 

impact may 
occur 

a. Identify the specific land form(s) attached: ________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

E2g 9 9

b. The proposed action may affect or is adjacent to a geological feature listed as a
registered National Natural Landmark.
Specific feature: _____________________________________________________  

E3c 9 9

c. Other impacts: ______________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________ 

9 9

3. Impacts on Surface Water
The proposed action may affect one or more wetlands or other surface water  NO  YES 
 bodies (e.g., streams, rivers, ponds or lakes).  (See Part 1. D.2, E.2.h)  
If “Yes”, answer questions a - l.  If “No”, move on to Section 4. 

Relevant 
Part I 

Question(s) 

No, or 
small 

impact 
may occur 

Moderate 
to large 

impact may 
occur 

a. The proposed action may create a new water body. D2b, D1h 9 9

b. The proposed action may result in an increase or decrease of over 10% or more than a
10 acre increase or decrease in the surface area of any body of water.

D2b 9 9

c. The proposed action may involve dredging more than 100 cubic yards of material
from a wetland or water body.

D2a 9 9

d. The proposed action may involve construction within or adjoining a freshwater or
tidal wetland, or in the bed or banks of any other water body.

E2h 9 9

e. The proposed action may create turbidity in a waterbody, either from upland erosion,
runoff or by disturbing bottom sediments.

D2a, D2h 9 9

f. The proposed action may include construction of one or more intake(s) for withdrawal
of water from surface water.

D2c 9 9

g. The proposed action may include construction of one or more outfall(s) for discharge
of wastewater to surface water(s).

D2d 9 9

h. The proposed action may cause soil erosion, or otherwise create a source of
stormwater discharge that may lead to siltation or other degradation of receiving
water bodies.

D2e 9 9

i. The proposed action may affect the water quality of any water bodies within or
downstream of the site of the proposed action.

E2h 9 9

j. The proposed action may involve the application of pesticides or herbicides in or
around any water body.

D2q, E2h 9 9

k. The proposed action may require the construction of new, or expansion of existing,
wastewater treatment facilities.

 D1a, D2d 9 9

http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/91714.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/91719.html
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l. Other impacts: _______________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________ 

9 9

4. Impact on groundwater
The proposed action may result in new or additional use of ground water, or   NO  YES 
may have the potential to introduce contaminants to ground water or an aquifer. 
(See Part 1. D.2.a, D.2.c, D.2.d, D.2.p, D.2.q, D.2.t) 
If “Yes”, answer questions a - h.  If “No”, move on to Section 5.  

Relevant 
Part I 

Question(s) 

No, or 
small 

impact 
may occur 

Moderate 
to large 

impact may 
occur 

a. The proposed action may require new water supply wells, or create additional demand
on supplies from existing water supply wells.

D2c 9 9

b. Water supply demand from the proposed action may exceed safe and sustainable
withdrawal capacity rate of the local supply or aquifer.
Cite Source: ________________________________________________________

D2c 9 9

c. The proposed action may allow or result in residential uses in areas without water and
sewer services.

D1a, D2c 9 9

d. The proposed action may include or require wastewater discharged to groundwater. D2d, E2l 9 9

e. The proposed action may result in the construction of water supply wells in locations
where groundwater is, or is suspected to be, contaminated.

D2c, E1f, 
E1g, E1h 

9 9

f. The proposed action may require the bulk storage of petroleum or chemical products
over ground water or an aquifer.

D2p, E2l 9 9

g. The proposed action may involve the commercial application of pesticides within 100
feet of potable drinking water or irrigation sources.

E2h, D2q, 
E2l, D2c 

9 9

h. Other impacts: ______________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________

9 9

5. Impact on Flooding
The proposed action may result in development on lands subject to flooding.  NO  YES 
(See Part 1. E.2)
If “Yes”, answer questions a - g.  If “No”, move on to Section 6.

Relevant 
Part I 

Question(s) 

No, or 
small 

impact 
may occur 

Moderate 
to large 

impact may 
occur 

a. The proposed action may result in development in a designated floodway. E2i 9 9

b. The proposed action may result in development within a 100 year floodplain. E2j 9 9

c. The proposed action may result in development within a 500 year floodplain. E2k 9 9

d. The proposed action may result in, or require, modification of existing drainage
patterns.

D2b, D2e 9 9

e. The proposed action may change flood water flows that contribute to flooding. D2b, E2i, 
E2j, E2k 

9 9

f. If there is a dam located on the site of the proposed action, is the dam in need of repair,
or upgrade?

E1e 9 9

http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/91724.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/91729.html
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g. Other impacts: ______________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________ 

9 9

6. Impacts on Air
 NO  YES The proposed action may include a state regulated air emission source.   

(See Part 1. D.2.f., D.2.h, D.2.g) 
If “Yes”, answer questions a - f.  If “No”, move on to Section 7. 

Relevant 
Part I 

Question(s) 

No, or 
small 

impact 
may occur 

Moderate 
to large 

impact may 
occur 

a. If  the proposed action requires federal or state air emission permits, the action may
also emit one or more greenhouse gases at or above the following levels:

i. More than 1000 tons/year of carbon dioxide (CO2)
ii. More than 3.5 tons/year of nitrous oxide (N2O)
iii. More than 1000 tons/year of carbon equivalent of perfluorocarbons (PFCs)
iv. More than .045 tons/year of sulfur hexafluoride (SF6)
v. More than 1000 tons/year of carbon dioxide equivalent of

hydrochloroflourocarbons (HFCs) emissions
vi. 43 tons/year or more of methane

D2g 
D2g 
D2g 
D2g 
D2g 

D2h 

9
9
9
9
9

9

9
9
9
9
9

9

b. The proposed action may generate 10 tons/year or more of any one designated
hazardous air pollutant, or 25 tons/year or more of any combination of such hazardous
air pollutants.

D2g 9 9

c. The proposed action may require a state air registration, or may produce an emissions
rate of total contaminants that may exceed 5 lbs. per hour, or may include a heat
source capable of producing more than 10 million BTU=s per hour.

D2f, D2g 9 9

d. The proposed action may reach 50% of any of the thresholds in “a” through “c”,
above.

D2g 9 9

e. The proposed action may result in the combustion or thermal treatment of more than 1
ton of refuse per hour.

D2s 9 9

f. Other impacts: ______________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 

9 9

7. Impact on Plants and Animals
The proposed action may result in a loss of flora or fauna.  (See Part 1. E.2. m.-q.)  NO  YES 

  If “Yes”, answer questions a - j.  If “No”, move on to Section 8. 
Relevant 

Part I 
Question(s) 

No, or 
small 

impact 
may occur 

Moderate 
to large 

impact may 
occur 

a. The proposed action may cause reduction in population or loss of individuals of any
threatened or endangered species, as listed by New York State or the Federal
government, that use the site, or are found on, over, or near the site.

E2o 9 9

b. The proposed action may result in a reduction or degradation of any habitat used by
any rare, threatened or endangered species, as listed by New York State or the federal
government.

E2o 9 9

c. The proposed action may cause reduction in population, or loss of individuals, of any
species of special concern or conservation need, as listed by New York State or the
Federal government, that use the site, or are found on, over, or near the site.

E2p 9 9

d. The proposed action may result in a reduction or degradation of any habitat used by
any species of special concern and conservation need, as listed by New York State or
the Federal government.

E2p 9 9

http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/91734.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/91739.html
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e. The proposed action may diminish the capacity of a registered National Natural
Landmark to support the biological community it was established to protect.

E3c 9 9

f. The proposed action may result in the removal of, or ground disturbance in, any
portion of a designated significant natural community.
Source: ____________________________________________________________

E2n 9 9

g. The proposed action may substantially interfere with nesting/breeding, foraging, or
over-wintering habitat for the predominant species that occupy or use the project site. E2m 9 9

h. The proposed action requires the conversion of more than 10 acres of forest,
grassland or any other regionally or locally important habitat.
Habitat type & information source: ______________________________________
__________________________________________________________________

E1b 9 9

i. Proposed action (commercial, industrial or recreational projects, only) involves use of
herbicides or pesticides.

D2q 9 9

j. Other impacts: ______________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 

9 9

8. Impact on Agricultural Resources
The proposed action may impact agricultural resources.  (See Part 1. E.3.a. and b.)  NO  YES 
If “Yes”, answer questions a - h.  If “No”, move on to Section 9. 

Relevant 
Part I 

Question(s) 

No, or 
small 

impact 
may occur 

Moderate 
to large 

impact may 
occur 

a. The proposed action may impact soil classified within soil group 1 through 4 of the
NYS Land Classification System.

E2c, E3b 9 9

b. The proposed action may sever, cross or otherwise limit access to agricultural land
(includes cropland, hayfields, pasture, vineyard, orchard, etc).

E1a, Elb 9 9

c. The proposed action may result in the excavation or compaction of the soil profile of
active agricultural land.

E3b 9 9

d. The proposed action may irreversibly convert agricultural land to non-agricultural
uses, either more than 2.5 acres if located in an Agricultural District, or more than 10
acres if not within an Agricultural District.

E1b, E3a 9 9

e. The proposed action may disrupt or prevent installation of an agricultural land
management system.

El a, E1b 9 9

f. The proposed action may result, directly or indirectly, in increased development
potential or pressure on farmland.

C2c, C3, 
D2c, D2d 

9 9

g. The proposed project is not consistent with the adopted municipal Farmland
Protection Plan.

C2c 9 9

h. Other impacts: ________________________________________________________ 9 9

http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/91745.html
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9. Impact on Aesthetic Resources
The land use of the proposed action are obviously different from, or are in  NO  YES 
sharp contrast to, current land use patterns between the proposed project and
a scenic or aesthetic resource.  (Part 1. E.1.a, E.1.b, E.3.h.)

  If “Yes”, answer questions a - g.  If “No”, go to Section 10. 
Relevant 

Part I 
Question(s) 

No, or 
small 

impact 
may occur 

Moderate 
to large 

impact may 
occur 

a. Proposed action may be visible from any officially designated federal, state, or local
scenic or aesthetic resource.

E3h 9 9

b. The proposed action may result in the obstruction, elimination or significant
screening of one or more officially designated scenic views.

E3h, C2b 9 9

c. The proposed action may be visible from publicly accessible vantage points:
i. Seasonally (e.g., screened by summer foliage, but visible during other seasons)
ii. Year round

E3h 
9
9

9
9

d. The situation or activity in which viewers are engaged while viewing the proposed
action is:
i. Routine travel by residents, including travel to and from work
ii. Recreational or tourism based activities

E3h 

E2q,  

E1c 9
9

9
9

e. The proposed action may cause a diminishment of the public enjoyment and
appreciation of the designated aesthetic resource.

 E3h 9 9

f. There are similar projects visible within the following distance of the proposed
project:

0-1/2 mile
½ -3  mile
3-5   mile
5+    mile

D1a, E1a, 
D1f, D1g 

9 9

g. Other impacts: ______________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 

9 9

10. Impact on Historic and Archeological Resources
The proposed action may occur in or adjacent to a historic or archaeological  NO  YES 
resource.  (Part 1. E.3.e, f. and g.)

If “Yes”, answer questions a - e.  If “No”, go to Section 11.
Relevant 

Part I 
Question(s) 

No, or 
small 

impact 
may occur 

Moderate 
to large 

impact may 
occur 

E3e 9 9

b. The proposed action may occur wholly or partially within, or substantially contiguous
to, an area designated as sensitive for archaeological sites on the NY State Historic
Preservation Office (SHPO) archaeological site inventory.

E3f 9 9

c. The proposed action may occur wholly or partially within, or substantially contiguous
to, an archaeological site not included on the NY SHPO inventory.
Source: ____________________________________________________________

E3g 9 9

a. The proposed action may occur wholly or partially within, or substantially contiguous 
to, any buildings, archaeological site or district which is listed on the National or 
State Register of Historical Places, or that has been determined by the Commissioner 
of the NYS Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation to be eligible for 
listing on the State Register of Historic Places.  

http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/91750.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/91760.html
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d. Other impacts: ______________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 

9 9

e.
If any of the above (a-d) are answered “Moderate to large impact may 
occur”, continue with the following questions to help support conclusions in Part 3:

i. The proposed action may result in the destruction or alteration of all or part
of the site or property.

ii. The proposed action may result in the alteration of the property’s setting or
integrity.

iii. The proposed action may result in the introduction of visual elements which
are out of character with the site or property, or may alter its setting.

E3e, E3g, 
E3f 

E3e, E3f, 
E3g, E1a, 
E1b 
E3e, E3f, 
E3g, E3h, 
C2, C3 

9

9

9

9

9

9

11. Impact on Open Space and Recreation
The proposed action may result in a loss of recreational opportunities or a  NO  YES 
reduction of an open space resource as designated in any  adopted
municipal open space plan.
(See Part 1. C.2.c, E.1.c., E.2.q.)
If “Yes”, answer questions a - e.  If “No”, go to Section 12. 

Relevant 
Part I 

Question(s) 

No, or 
small 

impact 
may occur 

Moderate 
to large 

impact may 
occur 

a. The proposed action may result in an impairment of natural functions, or “ecosystem
services”, provided by an undeveloped area, including but not limited to stormwater
storage, nutrient cycling, wildlife habitat.

D2e, E1b 
E2h,  
E2m, E2o, 
E2n, E2p 

9 9

b. The proposed action may result in the loss of a current or future recreational resource. C2a, E1c, 
C2c, E2q 

9 9

c. The proposed action may eliminate open space or recreational resource in an area
with few such resources.

C2a, C2c 
E1c, E2q 

9 9

d. The proposed action may result in loss of an area now used informally by the
community as an open space resource.

C2c, E1c 9 9

e. Other impacts: _____________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________

9 9

12. Impact on Critical Environmental Areas
The proposed action may be located within or adjacent to a critical  NO  YES 
environmental area (CEA).  (See Part 1. E.3.d)
If “Yes”, answer questions a - c.  If “No”, go to Section 13. 

Relevant 
Part I 

Question(s) 

No, or 
small 

impact 
may occur 

Moderate 
to large 

impact may 
occur 

a. The proposed action may result in a reduction in the quantity of the resource or
characteristic which was the basis for designation of the CEA.

E3d 9 9

b. The proposed action may result in a reduction in the quality of the resource or
characteristic which was the basis for designation of the CEA.

E3d 9 9

c. Other impacts: ______________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 

9 9

http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/91765.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/91771.html
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13. Impact on Transportation
The proposed action may result in a change to existing transportation systems.  NO  YES 
(See Part 1. D.2.j)
If “Yes”, answer questions a - f.  If “No”, go to Section 14. 

Relevant 
Part I 

Question(s) 

No, or 
small 

impact 
may occur 

Moderate 
to large 

impact may 
occur 

a. Projected traffic increase may exceed capacity of existing road network. D2j 9 9

b. The proposed action may result in the construction of paved parking area for 500 or
more vehicles.

D2j 9 9

c. The proposed action will degrade existing transit access. D2j 9 9

d. The proposed action will degrade existing pedestrian or bicycle accommodations. D2j 9 9

e. The proposed action may alter the present pattern of movement of people or goods. D2j 9 9

f. Other impacts: ______________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 

9 9

14. Impact on Energy
The proposed action may cause an increase in the use of any form of energy.  NO  YES 
(See Part 1. D.2.k)
If “Yes”, answer questions a - e.  If “No”, go to Section 15. 

Relevant 
Part I 

Question(s) 

No, or 
small 

impact 
may occur 

Moderate 
to large 

impact may 
occur 

a. The proposed action will require a new, or an upgrade to an existing, substation. D2k 9 9

b. The proposed action will require the creation or extension of an energy transmission
or supply system to serve more than 50 single or two-family residences or to serve a
commercial or industrial use.

D1f, 
D1q, D2k 

9 9

c. The proposed action may utilize more than 2,500 MWhrs per year of electricity. D2k 9 9

d. The proposed action may involve heating and/or cooling of more than 100,000 square
feet of building area when completed.

D1g 9 9

e. Other Impacts: ________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________

15. Impact on Noise, Odor, and Light
The proposed action may result in an increase in noise, odors, or outdoor lighting.  NO  YES 
(See Part 1. D.2.m., n., and o.)
If “Yes”, answer questions a - f.  If “No”, go to Section 16. 

Relevant 
Part I 

Question(s) 

No, or 
small 

impact 
may occur 

Moderate 
to large 

impact may 
occur 

a. The proposed action may produce sound above noise levels established by local
regulation.

D2m 9 9

b. The proposed action may result in blasting within 1,500 feet of any residence,
hospital, school, licensed day care center, or nursing home.

D2m, E1d 9 9

c. The proposed action may result in routine odors for more than one hour per day. D2o 9 9

http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/91776.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/91781.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/91786.html
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d. The proposed action may result in light shining onto adjoining properties. D2n 9 9

e. The proposed action may result in lighting creating sky-glow brighter than existing
area conditions.

D2n, E1a 9 9

f. Other impacts: ______________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 

9 9

16. Impact on Human Health
The proposed action may have an impact on human health from exposure  NO  YES 
to new or existing sources of contaminants.  (See Part 1.D.2.q., E.1. d. f. g. and h.)
If “Yes”, answer questions a - m.  If “No”, go to Section 17. 

Relevant  
Part I 

Question(s) 

No,or 
small 

impact 
may cccur 

Moderate 
to large 

impact may 
occur 

a. The proposed action is located within 1500 feet of a school, hospital, licensed day
care center, group home, nursing home or retirement community.

E1d 9 9

b. The site of the proposed action is currently undergoing remediation. E1g, E1h 9 9

c. There is a completed emergency spill remediation, or a completed environmental site
remediation on, or adjacent to, the site of the proposed action.

E1g, E1h 9 9

d. The site of  the action is subject to an institutional control limiting the use of the 
property (e.g., easement or deed restriction).

E1g, E1h 9 9

e. The proposed action may affect institutional control measures that were put in place
to ensure that the site remains protective of the environment and human health.

E1g, E1h 9 9

f. The proposed action has adequate control measures in place to ensure that future
generation, treatment and/or disposal of hazardous wastes will be protective of the
environment and human health.

D2t 9 9

g. The proposed action involves construction or modification of a solid waste
management facility.

D2q, E1f 9 9

h. The proposed action may result in the unearthing of solid or hazardous waste. D2q, E1f 9 9

i. The proposed action may result in an increase in the rate of disposal, or processing, of
solid waste. 

D2r, D2s 9 9

j. The proposed action may result in excavation or other disturbance within 2000 feet of
a site used for the disposal of solid or hazardous waste. 

E1f, E1g 
E1h 

9 9

k. The proposed action may result in the migration of explosive gases from a landfill
site to adjacent off site structures.

E1f, E1g 9 9

l. The proposed action may result in the release of contaminated leachate from the
project site. 

D2s, E1f, 
D2r 

9 9

m. Other impacts: ______________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 

http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/91791.html
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17. Consistency with Community Plans 
 The proposed action is not consistent with adopted land use plans.    NO   YES 
 (See Part 1. C.1, C.2. and C.3.)   
 If “Yes”, answer questions a - h.  If “No”, go to Section 18. 

 Relevant 
Part I 

Question(s) 

No, or 
small 

impact 
may occur 

Moderate 
to large 

impact may 
occur 

a. The proposed action’s land use components may be different from, or in sharp 
contrast to, current surrounding land use pattern(s).  

C2, C3, D1a 
E1a, E1b 

9 9 

b. The proposed action will cause the permanent population of the city, town or village 
in which the project is located to grow by more than 5%.  

C2 9 9 

c. The proposed action is inconsistent with local land use plans or zoning regulations. C2, C2, C3 9 9 

d. The proposed action is inconsistent with any County plans, or other regional land use 
plans. 

C2, C2 9 9 

e. The proposed action may cause a change in the density of development that is not 
supported by existing infrastructure or is distant from existing infrastructure. 

C3, D1c, 
D1d, D1f, 
D1d, Elb 

9 9 

f. The proposed action is located in an area characterized by low density development 
that will require new or expanded public infrastructure. 

C4, D2c, D2d 
D2j 

9 9 

g. The proposed action may induce secondary development impacts (e.g., residential or 
commercial development not included in the proposed action) 

C2a 9 9 

h. Other: _____________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 

 9 9 

 
18. Consistency with Community Character 
  The proposed project is inconsistent with the existing community character.   NO   YES 
  (See Part 1. C.2, C.3, D.2, E.3) 
 If “Yes”, answer questions a - g.  If “No”, proceed to Part 3. 

 Relevant 
Part I 

Question(s) 

No, or 
small 

impact 
may occur 

Moderate 
to large 

impact may 
occur 

a. The proposed action may replace or eliminate existing facilities, structures, or areas 
of historic importance to the community. 

E3e, E3f, E3g 9 9 

b. The proposed action may create a demand for additional community services (e.g. 
schools, police and fire)  

C4 9 9 

c. The proposed action may displace affordable or low-income housing in an area where 
there is a shortage of such housing. 

C2, C3, D1f 
D1g, E1a 

9 9 

d. The proposed action may interfere with the use or enjoyment of officially recognized 
or designated public resources. 

C2, E3 9 9 

e. The proposed action is inconsistent with the predominant architectural scale and 
character. 

C2, C3 9 9 

f. Proposed action is inconsistent with the character of the existing natural landscape.  C2, C3 
E1a, E1b 
E2g, E2h 

9 9 

g. Other impacts: ______________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 

 9 9 

  

http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/91799.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/91813.html


Full Environmental Assessment Form 
Part 3 - Evaluation of the Magnitude and Importance of Project Impacts 

and  
Determination of Significance 

Part 3 provides the reasons in support of the determination of significance.  The lead agency must complete Part 3 for every question 
in Part 2 where the impact has been identified as potentially moderate to large or where there is a need to explain why a particular 
element of the proposed action will not, or may, result in a significant adverse environmental impact. 

Based on the analysis in Part 3, the lead agency must decide whether to require an environmental impact statement to further assess 
the proposed action or whether available information is sufficient for the lead agency to conclude that the proposed action will not 
have a significant adverse environmental impact.  By completing the certification on the next page, the lead agency can complete its 
determination of significance. 

Reasons Supporting This Determination: 
To complete this section: 

• Identify the impact based on the Part 2 responses and describe its magnitude.  Magnitude considers factors such as severity,
size or extent of an impact. 

• Assess the importance of the impact.  Importance relates to the geographic scope, duration, probability of the impact
occurring, number of people affected by the impact and any additional environmental consequences if the impact were to 
occur. 

• The assessment should take into consideration any design element or project changes.
• Repeat this process for each Part 2 question where the impact has been identified as potentially moderate to large or where

there is a need to explain why a particular element of the proposed action will not, or may, result in a significant adverse
environmental impact.

• Provide the reason(s) why the impact may, or will not, result in a significant adverse environmental impact
• For Conditional Negative Declarations identify the specific condition(s) imposed that will modify the proposed action so that

no significant adverse environmental impacts will result.
• Attach additional sheets, as needed.

Determination of Significance - Type 1 and Unlisted Actions 

SEQR Status:    Type 1   Unlisted 

Identify portions of EAF completed for this Project:   Part 1   Part 2   Part 3 

                       Agency Use Only  [IfApplicable] 
Project :

Date :

http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/91818.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/91818.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/91818.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/91824.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/91829.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/91829.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/91836.html


Upon review of the information recorded on this EAF, as noted, plus this additional support information 

and considering both the magnitude and importance of each identified potential impact, it is the conclusion of the 
 as lead agency that: 

  A. This project will result in no significant adverse impacts on the environment, and, therefore, an environmental impact 
statement need not be prepared.  Accordingly, this negative declaration is issued. 

 B. Although this project could have a significant adverse impact on the environment, that impact will be avoided or 
substantially mitigated because of the following conditions which will be required by the lead agency: 

There will, therefore, be no significant adverse impacts from the project as conditioned, and, therefore, this conditioned negative 
declaration is issued.  A conditioned negative declaration may be used only for UNLISTED actions (see 6 NYCRR 617.d). 

 C. This Project may result in one or more significant adverse impacts on the environment, and an environmental impact 
statement must be prepared to further assess the impact(s) and possible mitigation and to explore alternatives to avoid or reduce those 
impacts.  Accordingly, this positive declaration is issued. 

Name of Action: 

Name of Lead Agency: 

Name of Responsible Officer in Lead Agency: 

Title of Responsible Officer: 

Signature of Responsible Officer in Lead Agency: Date: 

Signature of Preparer (if different from Responsible Officer) Date: 

For Further Information: 

Contact Person: 

Address: 

Telephone Number: 

E-mail:

For Type 1 Actions and Conditioned Negative Declarations, a copy of this Notice is sent to: 

Chief Executive Officer of the political subdivision in which the action will be principally located (e.g., Town / City / Village of) 
Other involved agencies (if any) 
Applicant (if any) 
Environmental Notice Bulletin:  http://www.dec.ny.gov/enb/enb.html  

Page 2 of 2
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KATHY HOCHUL
Governor

RANDY SIMONS
Commissioner Pro Tempore

June 27, 2024

Sara Stein
Senior Environmental Manager
DASNY
28 Liberty Street, 55th Floor
New York, NY 10005

Re: DASNY
Columbia University Irving Medical Center (CUIMC) – Vagelos College of Physicians and
Surgeons (VP&S) New Research Building
40 Audubon Ave, New York, NY 10032
24PR05367
Project #380310

Dear Sara Stein:

Thank you for requesting the comments of the Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic
Preservation (OPRHP). We have reviewed the project in accordance with the New York State
Historic Preservation Act of 1980 (Section 14.09 of the New York Parks, Recreation and Historic
Preservation Law). These comments are those of the OPRHP and relate only to Historic/Cultural
resources. They do not include potential environmental impacts to New York State Parkland that
may be involved in or near your project.

Based upon this review, it is the opinion of OPRHP that no properties, including archaeological
and/or historic resources, listed in or eligible for the New York State and National Registers of
Historic Places will be impacted by this project.

If further correspondence is required regarding this project, please be sure to refer to the
OPRHP Project Review (PR) number noted above. If you have any questions, please contact
Jessica Vavrasek at the following email address:

Jessica.Vavrasek@parks.ny.gov

Sincerely,

R. Daniel Mackay

Deputy Commissioner for Historic Preservation
Division for Historic Preservation

New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation
Division for Historic Preservation, Peebles Island, PO Box 189, Waterford, New York 12188-0189

(518) 237-8643 • https://parks.ny.gov/shpo

mailto:Jessica.Vavrasek@parks.ny.gov


 

Updated January 2019 

 
 

SMART GROWTH IMPACT STATEMENT ASSESSMENT FORM 
 
Date: September 6, 2024 
Project Applicant: Columbia University 
Project Name: Irving Medical Center (“IMC”) – Vagelos College of Physicians and Surgeons (VP&S) 

New Research Building  
Program: Independent Colleges and Universities Program 
Project Location: Corner of 167th Street and Audubon Avenue in the Washington Heights neighborhood of 

Manhattan, New York County, New York 
Project Number: 380310  
Completed by: Sara E. Stein, AICP, LEED-AP 
  
This Smart Growth Impact Statement Assessment Form (“SGISAF”) is a tool to assist the applicant and 
the Dormitory Authority of the State of New York’s (“DASNY’s”) Smart Growth Advisory Committee in 
deliberations to determine whether a project is consistent with the New York State Smart Growth Public 
Infrastructure Policy Act (“SSGPIPA”), Article 6 of the New York State Environmental Conservation Law 
(“ECL”).0F

1  Not all questions/answers may be relevant or applicable to all projects.  
 
Description of Proposed Action and Proposed Project:   
 
DASNY has received a funding request from Columbia University for its Irving Medical Center (“IMC”) – Vagelos 
College of Physicians and Surgeons (“VP&S”) New Research Building (the “Proposed Project”), pursuant to 
DASNY’s Independent Colleges and Universities Program.  The Proposed Action would involve DASNY’s 
authorization of the issuance of DASNY obligations, on behalf of Columbia University, for the Proposed Project.   
 
The Proposed Project would consist of the construction of a new, approximately 81,500-gross-square-foot 
(“gsf”)1F

2, 9-story laboratory building located at the corner of 167th Street and Audubon Avenue in the Washington 
Heights neighborhood of Manhattan, New York County, New York.  The new building would be adjacent (and 
connected) to the existing Russ Berrie Medical Science Pavilion and existing Columbia University School of 
Nursing (“CUSON”) buildings, which together form a full block biomedical research park.  The new building would 
have all electric infrastructure to support new state-of-the-art wet laboratories, dry research space, a symposium 
space, and an expanded animal facility.  No fossil fuels would be required as part of the building’s normal 
operations.  The Proposed Project has been designed to achieve carbon neutral and LEED Gold certification. 
 
Smart Growth Impact Assessment:  Have any other entities issued a Smart Growth Impact Statement 
(“SGIS”) with regard to this project?  (If so, attach same).     Yes     No    
 
1. Does the project advance or otherwise involve the use of, maintain, or improve existing infrastructure?  

Check one and describe:   Yes     No     Not Relevant  
 

The Proposed Project is located in an urban area with existing access to public transportation and municipal 
infrastructure (i.e., water supply and sewer service).  The Proposed Project would receive water, sewer, gas 
and electric utilities from existing infrastructure serving the area.   

 
2. Is the project located wholly or partially in a municipal center,2F

3 characterized by any of the following:  
Check all that apply and explain briefly: 

 
1 https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/laws/ENV/A6  
2 The Proposed Project has a zoning square footage (“zsf”) of approximately 76,643 zsf. 
3 DASNY interprets the term “municipal centers” to include existing, developed institutional campuses such as universities, colleges and hospitals. 

https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/laws/ENV/A6
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 A city or a village 
 Within the boundaries of a generally-recognized college, university, hospital or nursing-home campus 
 Area of concentrated and mixed land use that serves as a center for various activities including, but not 
limited to:  see below 

 Central business districts (i.e., commercial or geographic heart of a city, downtown or “city center) 
 Main streets (i.e., primary retail street of a village, town, or small city)  
 Downtown areas (i.e., city's core, center or central business district)  
 Brownfield opportunity areas (https://www.dos.ny.gov/opd/programs/brownFieldOpp/index.html)  
 Downtown areas of Local Waterfront Revitalization Programs (“LWRPs”) (https://www.dos.ny.gov/opd/programs/lwrp.html)  
 Transit-oriented development areas (i.e., areas with access to public transit for residents)   
 Environmental justice areas  (https://www.dec.ny.gov/public/911.html)  
 Hardship areas  

 
The project site for the new building is located on an existing park lot adjacent to IMC’s existing Russ Berrie 
Medical Science Pavilion and Columbia University School of Nursing (“CUSON”) buildings.   
            

3. Is the project located adjacent to municipal centers (please see characteristics in question 2, above) with 
clearly-defined borders, in an area designated for concentrated development in the future by a municipal or 
regional comprehensive plan that exhibits strong land use, transportation, infrastructure and economic 
connections to an existing municipal center?  Check one and describe:   Yes   No     Not Relevant 

 
This is not relevant because the project is consistent with criterion 2 above. 

 
4. Is the project located in an area designated by a municipal or comprehensive plan, and appropriately zoned, 

as a future municipal center?  Check one and describe:   Yes   No     Not Relevant 
 

This is not relevant because the project is consistent with criterion 2 above. 
 

5. Is the project located wholly or partially in a developed area or an area designated for concentrated infill 
development in accordance with a municipally-approved comprehensive land use plan, a local waterfront 
revitalization plan, brownfield opportunity area plan or other development plan?  Check one and describe:  

 Yes   No     Not Relevant 
 

This is not relevant because the project is consistent with criterion 2 above. 
 

6. Does the project preserve and enhance the state’s resources, including agricultural lands, forests, surface 
and groundwater, air quality, recreation and open space, scenic areas, and/or significant historic and 
archeological resources?  Check one and describe:   Yes     No     Not Relevant 

 
The new building would be constructed in an urban area on a developed property.  No significant adverse 
impacts would occur to any of the state’s resources as a result of the Proposed Project.   

 
7. Does the project foster mixed land uses and compact development, downtown revitalization, brownfield 

redevelopment, the enhancement of beauty in public spaces, the diversity and affordability of housing in 
proximity to places of employment, recreation and commercial development and/or the integration of all 
income and age groups?  Check one and describe:   Yes     No     Not Relevant 
 

8. Does the project provide mobility through transportation choices, including improved public transportation 
and reduced automobile dependency?  Check one and describe:    Yes   No    Not Relevant 

 
New York City has existing and robust transportation choices.  The project site for the new building is located 
near the 168th Street Subway station.     

 

https://www.dos.ny.gov/opd/programs/brownFieldOpp/index.html
https://www.dos.ny.gov/opd/programs/lwrp.html
https://www.dec.ny.gov/public/911.html
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9. Does the project demonstrate coordination among state, regional, and local planning and governmental 
officials?3F

4  Check one and describe:   Yes     No     Not Relevant 
 

DASNY, acting as lead agency, is conducting a coordinated SEQR review of the Proposed Project. 
 

10. Does the project involve community-based planning and collaboration? 
Check one and describe:   Yes     No     Not Relevant 

 
The SEQR review was coordinated between State and local agencies and interested parties.  The new 
building’s construction would be undertaken as of right. 
 

11.  Is the project consistent with local building and land use codes?   
Check one and describe:   Yes      No     Not Relevant 

 
The Proposed Project would be consistent with all local building and land use codes.  The new IMC building 
is being constructed as of right and would conform with all applicable Federal, State and local laws and 
regulations.   
 

12. Does the project promote sustainability by strengthening existing and creating new communities which 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions and do not compromise the needs of future generations?  Check one and 
describe:   Yes     No     Not Relevant 

 
The new building was designed to outperform emission limits set by Local Law 97 requirements and would 
support Columbia University’s Plan 2030 greenhouse gas reduction goals.  The new building has been 
designed to achieve carbon neutral and LEED Gold certification. 
 

13. During the development of the project, was there broad-based public involvement?4F

5 
Check one and describe:   Yes     No     Not Relevant 
 
As previously noted, DASNY, acting as lead agency, is conducting a coordinated review of the Proposed 
Project in accordance with SEQRA.   

 
14. Does the Recipient have an ongoing governance structure to sustain the implementation of community 

planning?  Check one and describe:   Yes     No     Not Relevant 
 

Columbia University is a private university with a long-standing history of working with and investing in the 
local community.  The University supports a wide range of activities and local initiatives, programs and 
services ranging from supporting minority-, women- and locally-owned businesses and construction 
workforce, to raising money for local charities, to mentoring high school students.   
 

15. Does the project mitigate future physical climate risk due to sea level rise, and/or storm surges and/or 
flooding, based on available data predicting the likelihood of future extreme weather events, including hazard 
risk analysis data if applicable?  Check one and describe:   Yes    No     Not Relevant 
 
According to the NYSDEC’s Environmental Resource Mapper, the project site for the new building is not 
located within the 100-year and 500-year floodplain boundaries.  The new building would be constructed on 
a previously disturbed/developed site.  Floodplain storage capacity would not be impacted by this project.   

 
 
 

 
 

 
4 Demonstration may include State Environmental Quality Review [“SEQR”] coordination with involved and interested agencies, district formation, 
agreements between involved parties, letters of support, State Pollutant Discharge Elimination System [“SPDES”] permit issuance/revision notices, etc.   
5 Documentation may include SEQR coordination with involved and interested agencies, SPDES permit issuance/revision notice, approval of Bond 
Resolution, formation of district, evidence of public hearings, Environmental Notice Bulletin [“ENB”] or other published notices, letters of support, etc. 
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DASNY has reviewed the available information regarding this project and finds:  
 

 The project was developed in general consistency with the relevant Smart Growth Criteria. 
 The project was not developed in general consistency with the relevant Smart Growth Criteria. 
 It was impracticable to develop this project in a manner consistent with the relevant Smart Growth Criteria 

for the following reasons:             
                

 
ATTESTATION 
 
I, President of DASNY/designee of the President of DASNY, hereby attest that the Proposed Project, to the 
extent practicable, meets the relevant criteria set forth above and that to the extent that it is not practical to meet 
any relevant criterion, for the reasons given above. 
 
 
        9/6/2024   
Signature/Date 
 
Robert S. Derico, R.A., Director, Office of Environmental Affairs   
Print Name and Title 
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